AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 DOCKET NO. Q77776 

APPLN. NO. 10/677,478 GROUP ART NO. 2861 

REMARKS 

I. Formal Matters, 

Claims 1-12 are currently pending. As an initial matter, Applicant thanks the Examiner 
for acknowledging Applicant's claim to priority under 35 U.S.C. §1 19 and for confirming receipt 
of a certified copy of Applicant's priority document. Applicant also thanks the Examiner for 
indicating that the drawings filed on June 23, 2004, are acceptable. And finally, Applicant 
thanks the Examiner for considering the references cited via the Information Disclosure 
Statement (IDS) filed on June 23, 2004, as evidenced by his return of an initialled Form PTO- 
1449 to the office of the undersigned. 

II Claims. 

Independent claims 1, 5, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being allegedly 
anticipated Takemura (U.S. Patent No. 5,988, 784). Claims 1, 5, and 9 are also rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a) as being allegedly unpatentable over Kelley (U.S. Patent No. 6,666, 537) in view 
of Campbell (U.S. Patent No. 5,518,324). 

Claims 1, 5, and 9 are canceled via this amendment without prejudice or disclaimer. 

Claims 2-4, 6-8, and 10-12 are objected to as depending from a rejected claim but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

Claims 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, and 12 are rewritten into independent form and asserted as being in 
condition for allowance. 

Claims 3, 7, and 1 1 are asserted as being allowable at least by virtue of their dependence 
upon an allowable claim. 
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In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now believed 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 
Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 

Respectfully submitted, 



SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

23373 

CUSTOMER NUMBER 



Amelia F. Morani, Ph.D. 
Registration No. 52,049 



Date: December 16, 2005 
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